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Dcar Ms Dorlch 

‘l’he Hopcwcll, Virgi i i ia Police Department operates an 800 M H z  lrtinked radio 
system providing crit ical public safely communications for police, f ire and emergency 
permiinel 
t l i i i l  our vicws bc coiisidered 

Wc  arc cxtrcinely interested in this proceeding for public safety and reqtiesl 

First responders i n  Vii-gii i ia and across the nation arc tncrcasingly at risk because 
~ h c i r  ptihlic siifely radio co i i i i i i t i i i i ~a~ io i i s  arc \,tilncrablc to i i i tcrfci-ciicc from cell ti la^ 
phoiies Ac cellulai. tisiige iiicreascs, l l i c  r isk o f y r b l c t l  o r  bioclictl police, lire ~ n d  ~ t l i e i .  
puhlic saf i ly  ~ ~ i i i i i i ~ i i i i c i i t i ~ n s  iiicrc:iscs Fir51 r cymidc rs  also tirgenlly need more 800 
L1 H7 spectrum to Iiave ‘iiiteropcrablc’ coii i i i iui i icatioiis among policc iiiid tirefi$leis and 
moti f  i i c i ~ h b o r i  11% 1 ti risd i c t  ions Foi-t tiiiatcl y, a sol ui io i i  i s  i i ~  a i  lahle 

The I;cdcr;il Coiiiiiittnicalioiis (‘ommission has bcrorc i t  a “Consensus I’lilii’’ that 
~v.uiild adtlrcss ccllular/ptiblic safcty r;idio interference problems and provide more of  lhc 
spcctruiii that first rcspondcrs urgently nccd for r d i o  communicat~ons We slipport thc 
collscllsus Plan along 1\.11l1 
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Wc urge the k.CC to expeditiously adopi thc Consensus Plan i n  its public safely spectrum 
ruleniaking, W T  Dockel No 02-55 

The Consciisus Plan offers { l ie  only real, iicar-tei-in solution to existing public safety 
radio prohlems It provides a comprehensive solution that addrcsscs interference to 
public safcly systems, allocates additional spectrum for ptiblic safety needs, provides 
private funding to conipcnsate l icensees that may need to relocate to new channels as the 
restilt of  thc Plan, and ensures that all affected licensees rcccivc equivalent replacement 
spcclruiii as part of  thc spcctruir swaps callcd for h y  the Consensus Plan 

Othcr proposals that have heen made to Ihc FCC hall Tar shorl and nitist he rejected 
Thc UTC!ccllular 'plan' igiiorcs the problciiis raced by public safety communicators and 
suggesls ( h a t  case-by-case, arter-the-fact soltilions cotild he found once inlcrfcrence 
manifests itself Responding only afIer-the-facl I O  the problems affecting Iinie-critical 
ptihiic sJi2ty services is not aiccptablc, sii:ce :I s::ig!e in!et-fercnce can jeopardirc tlic 
I ivcs ofcnicrgciicy personnel and the ci~izciis thcy scrvc 

Scc~ioii I ol' the Coiiiiiiuiiic;ilioiis Act o r  1934, provides that the FCC is to 
"promote" safely o f  l i fe and propcrty through the use of  wire and radio communication " 
Thc Consensus Plan would %really advance th is vital objective It has been over sixteen 
iiioiitlis since tlie FCC bcgan its public safety spectrum proceeding and over one year 
since the Consensus Plan was subinitted Supportcrs of  the Consensus Plan have rccenlly 
addressed the rcinaining impleiiienta~ion details associated with thc Plan. There is no 
rcason foi- thc FCC to postpone action any further 

W e  ui-ge t l ie FCC to resolve the issues facing the public safety conuiiunity 
expeditiously and adopt in full  tlic t e i i i i s  of thc  Consensus Plan 


